
Thursday, June 11, 2026  
6:00 – 8:30 PM

The Nassau Inn, Princeton

Reception in honor of

Lorna Hainesworth

   The Board of Trustees of the 
Princeton Battlefield Society 

cordially invites you to 

The painting on our Mercer Oak Award invitation is a mural of Washington’s troops crossing 
the Delaware on December 25, 1776 by George Matthews Harding. Painted for the Trenton 
Opera House in 1921, it was removed from building in the late ‘60s and stored in a North 
Jersey basement, where it was all but forgotten for fifty years. Now restored by the Washington 
Crossing Park Association, the mural is on display in the new Washington Crossing State Park 
Museum & Visitor Center. Lorna Hainesworth was a proud contributor to this restoration.

The enduring symbol of the Princeton Battlefield and the January 3, 1777 
battle is the Mercer Oak against which, tradition suggests, General Hugh Mercer 

was placed after being mortally wounded.   He eventually gave his life for 
the American cause.  Today, a new-generation Mercer Oak grows at the 

battlefield still symbolizing how Princeton fundamentally altered the 
Revolution in favor of independence.

The Mercer Oak Award is the spirit and heritage of 
America’s fight for independence.   It represents what every American 
who visits the Battlefield senses - the freedom and independence that 

Washington and Mercer fought to secure.

The Mercer Oak Award is given by the Princeton Battlefield Society 
to recognize a personal dedication to American history and the heritage of the 

Princeton Battlefield.   The honor embraces the spirit 
of January 3, 1777.



will support the continued preservation of the 
Princeton Battlefield and the heritage 

of the Battle of Princeton as we prepare for the 
Nation’s 250th anniversary.

Tickets are $100 per person

Messages of support and congratulations
will appear in the reception program. 

Silent Auction

R.S.V.P. by June 9, 2026
Dress: Casual

The Nassau Inn, Princeton

Please complete the enclosed response card and return it to:
The Princeton Battlefield Society

P.O. Box 7645
Princeton, New Jersey 08543

or online at www.pbs1777.org
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Princeton Battlefield Society
Board of Trustees

President – Benjamin Strong
Vice President – Kenneth Gavin

Secretary – Jerald Hurwitz
Treasurer – Crea Mallery
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